While there is no formal major in astronomy, students may select the astronomy concentration within the physics major.
Students intending to study physics or astronomy in graduate school should choose the advanced physics or astronomy concentrations. They should also consider taking 2 or 3 units of PHYSICS 398-0 Independent Thesis Research or PHYSICS 399-0 Independent Study under the supervision of a faculty member, consisting of a research project in the student's area of concentration and, if possible, introductory graduate courses. Students intending graduate study in a subject other than physics or not planning to go to graduate school may select the flexible concentration, which can be tailored to their interests. All declared and prospective majors should meet with the director of undergraduate studies before the end of sophomore year, if not earlier.
The Teaching of Physics
Weinberg College students pursuing a major in physics who also wish to be certified for secondary teaching must be admitted to the Secondary Teaching Program (https://catalogs.northwestern.edu/undergraduate/ education-social-policy/secondary-teaching) in the School of Education and Social Policy and complete all requirements as outlined in the SESP chapter of this catalog. Students are urged to contact the Office of Student Affairs in SESP as early as possible in their academic careers.
Advanced Placement
First-year students who have taken a calculus-level physics course in high school may waive parts of the introductory physics sequence in the following ways:
• A score of 5 on the College Board Advanced Placement Physics C (Mechanics) examination will give the student credit for PHYSICS 135-1 General Physics and lab course credit.
• A score of 5 on the College Board Advanced Placement Physics C (Electricity and Magnetism) examination will give the student credit for PHYSICS 135-2 General Physics and lab course credit.
• A score of 5 on the College Board Advanced Placement Physics 1 exam will give the student credit for PHYSICS 130-1 College Physics and lab course credit.
• A score of 5 on the College Board Advanced Placement Physics 2 exam will give the student credit for PHYSICS 130-2 College Physics and lab course credit.
• A passing score on the departmental placement examinations, given during Wildcat Welcome, will allow a student to place out of any or all parts of: 
